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We've made some changes to EPA.gov. If the information you are looking for is not here, you may be able to find it on the EPA Web Archive or the January
19, 2017 Web Snapshot.
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One of the most basic forms of air pollution - haze - degrades visibility in many American cities and scenic areas. Haze is
caused when sunlight encounters tiny pollution particles in the air, which reduce the clarity and color of what we
see, especially during humid conditions. Since 1988 the federal government has been monitoring visibility in national parks
and wilderness areas, for example, in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. In 1999, EPA announced a major effort to
improve air quality in national parks and wilderness areas.

Learn About Visibility and Regional Haze

Basic Information
How Air Pollution Affects the View
Introduction to Visibility
Explore the Regional Haze Storymap

Regional Haze Program

Learn about the Program
List of 156 Mandatory Class I Federal Areas
State Implementation Milestones
Regional Planning Organizations

Visibility in Parks and Wilderness Areas

Basic Information
Visibility Report to Congress

Great Smoky Mountains National Park - Clear versus Hazy Day

https://www.epa.gov/
https://archive.epa.gov/
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/basic-information-about-visibility
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/how-air-pollution-affects-view
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/introduction-visibility
http://arcg.is/29tAbS3
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/regional-haze-program
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/list-areas-protected-regional-haze-program
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/regional-haze-state-implementation-milestones
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/visibility-regional-planning-organizations
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/visibility-parks-and-wilderness-areas
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/visibility-report-congress-november-2001
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Regulatory Actions and Guidance Documents
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Guidance Documents
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